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expansion was halted the moment it began. Halted
only, and not destroyed forever, for when peace re-
turned to France again, under the white plume of
Henri IV, there were those who remembered that
French civilization had been the first which was im-
planted in North America, and that a sailor of Saint
Malo, on a day long past, had borne far into the interior
of the land, right to the island of Hochelaga, the cross
and the lilies of France.

After Louis XI had decided that the French should
replace the Venetians as importers of spices from the
Orient the nobles no longer disdained "to engage in
legal and honourable trade/' and took greater advan-
tage of the right, which was theirs, to engage in sea-
going expeditions.7 The resumption of efforts at
colonization, at the end of the sixteenth century,
increased their zeal in this direction. Huguenots and
Catholics alike, the former naturally the more favoured
of Henri of Navarre, were offered the direction of
colonial enterprises, with the title of lieutenant-general
and the most extensive privileges. But the times were
uncertain, and in the absence of a firm and clear policy
each venture was doomed to certain failure. The
monopoly of trade in Canada, whether granted to a
single individual or to a company, was destined neither
to stop completely nor to lessen the jealous rivalry of
the merchants. The first and clearest result of this
rivalry was to delay the real foundation of the colony.
To the legitimate preoccupation with commerce were
added in full measure the covetousness, the greed, and
the selfishness of these same merchants, eager to profit
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